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Many photographers are unknown. Various people 

in the hospital took these images; we put them on 

a general hard drive for sharing. We also left our 

cameras at the hospital for anyone to take pictures. 
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This book is the result of the author’s courage and 

focus at the Veterans Book Workshop, where we 

work to make manageable and material personal

archives of images, words and memories from the 

current wars.

This book is one of many made in the Veterans Book 

Workshop. Each emerged from different circumstances 

and each finds its own unique use. One veteran may 

reference this book regularly, while another may set it 

aside in order to move on.

Regardless of the ways they are used, no dust settles 

on these archives. This book contains a powerful 

living collection of data, memory, and experience 

that is so relevant it trembles. You must pay very 

close attention to hear its call. 

We made this book for listening. Please accept our 

invitation. We made this book for deployment. Please 

pass it along and invite someone else to listen.

Thank you, 

Monica Haller

If you would like to purchase your own copy of this 

book please order online at lulu.com.

 

Go to veteransbookproject.com to share your 

thoughts and questions about this book, or to see 

other books from the compilation.

We have worked to credit the images in this book, as well as the 

texts that have influenced the authors here. Please contact the 

Veterans Book Project about any unintentionally omitted credits.

@2010 Veterans Book Project & Monica Haller



Mary-Ann Rich served 36 years in the US Army. She 

joined the Service in 1972. Raising her right hand 

in Oakland CA on her 18th birthday; she was pre-

pared to become an Army Nurse because of how the 

Vietnam War affected her community. With 36 years 

of service she had 9 total Active Duty and the rest in 

Reserves before she retired as a Lieutenant Colonel. 

Her duty stations included: Walter Reed Army 

Institute of Nursing, Washington DC; Letterman Army 

Medical Center, Presidio San Francisco, CA; 347th 

Reserve General Hospital, Sunnyvale, CA; 352nd 

Reserve Combat Support Hospital, Oakland, CA; and 

399th Reserve Combat Support Hospital, MA.

From June 2006–0ctober 2007 Mary-Ann was 

deployed as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom with 

the 399th CSH to Tikrit, Iraq. There her assigned 

position was Officer in charge of the Operating room 

(OIC). Remaining in San Jose, CA were her three 

children Dylan, Maggie and Wes, ages 25, 24, 21.

Mary-Ann has included some videos made during 

the deployment to Iraq on her web site:

http://web.me.com/maryann.rich/Mary-Ann/Mary-

Ann.html
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