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This book is the result of the author’s courage and 

focus at the Veterans Book Workshop, where we 

work to make manageable and material personal

archives of images, words and memories from the 

current wars.

This book is one of many made in the Veterans Book 

Workshop. Each emerged from different circumstances 

and each finds its own unique use. One veteran may 

reference this book regularly, while another may set it 

aside in order to move on.

Regardless of the ways they are used, no dust settles 

on these archives. This book contains a powerful 

living collection of data, memory, and experience 

that is so relevant it trembles. You must pay very 

close attention to hear its call. 

We made this book for listening. Please accept our 

invitation. We made this book for deployment. Please 

pass it along and invite someone else to listen.

Thank you, 

Monica Haller

If you would like to purchase your own copy of this 

book please order online at lulu.com.

 

Go to veteransbookproject.com to share your 

thoughts and questions about this book, or to see 

other books from the compilation.

We have worked to credit the images in this book, as well as the 

texts that have influenced the authors here. Please contact the 

Veterans Book Project about any unintentionally omitted credits.

@2010 Veterans Book Project & Monica Haller



Philip Studer is the eldest of four siblings. His younger 

brother SSG Brian E. Studer, a solider for nine years 

in the US Army, was killed August 22nd, 2008 in 

Ghazni, Afghanistan. He was attempting to disarm 

an Improvised Explosive Device in a roadside 

culvert. As the lead on this particular mission and 

as an expert Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) 

technician, it was his job to remove these devices 

for the safety of fellow soldiers and civilians in the 

area. Brian, 28, was only months away from finishing 

his deployment to Afghanistan and less than four 

months from leaving the military to explore new 

directions. Philip survives his brother and lives in 

the Twin Cities area of Minnesota where he practices 

commercial interior design.




