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This book is the result of the author’s courage and 

focus at the Veterans Book Workshop, where we 

work to make manageable and material personal

archives of images, words and memories from the 

current wars.

This book is one of many made in the Veterans Book 

Workshop. Each emerged from different circumstances 

and each finds its own unique use. One veteran may 

reference this book regularly, while another may set it 

aside in order to move on.

Regardless of the ways they are used, no dust settles 

on these archives. This book contains a powerful 

living collection of data, memory, and experience 

that is so relevant it trembles. You must pay very 

close attention to hear its call. 

We made this book for listening. Please accept our 

invitation. We made this book for deployment. Please 

pass it along and invite someone else to listen.

Thank you, 

Monica Haller

If you would like to purchase your own copy of this 

book please order online at lulu.com.

 

Go to veteransbookproject.com to share your 

thoughts and questions about this book, or to see 

other books from the compilation.

We have worked to credit the images in this book, as well as the 

texts that have influenced the authors here. Please contact the 

Veterans Book Project about any unintentionally omitted credits.

@2010 Veterans Book Project & Monica Haller



Nancy Sharbonno’s son, Riley, served as an Army Nurse at Abu 

Ghraib Prison in Iraq from 2004–2005. The only thing greater 

than her pride in him was the fear that she may lose him. “It was 

the longest year of my life and an experience that has given me a 

new view of the world, compassion for all those who were not as 

fortunate to have their son or daughter return and many questions 

regarding prospects for peace in our world.” Her home is in St. 

Cloud, Minnesota were she is reminded each time she sees Riley’s 

little girl, her granddaughter, how blessed she is. 

Riley served as a captain in the Army from 2002–2008. He 

graduated from St. John’s University in Collegeville, MN in 2002 

with a B.S. in Nursing. After graduating, he joined the Army and 

started a three-year tour, stationed first in Germany. From there he 

was deployed to Iraq and was assigned to be one of two RN’s in an 

E.R. within Abu Ghraib Prison. After 12 months, he was redeployed 

to Germany, where he met his wife, Bianca. In October 2005 he 

was assigned to Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, TX as 

a staff/charge R.N. On May 4th, 2007, he resigned his commission 

as a captain in The Army and moved back to Minnesota. Riley 

currently lives in Minneapolis, MN with his wife and daughter and 

works as the Assistant Nurse Manager of the Emergency Room at 

The University of Minnesota Medical Center and University of MN 

Amplatz Children’s Hospital.

 




